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Trapping, Neutering Work Well for Feral Cats
Another success story started on a shoestring. That’s

the goal of a band of dedicated folks who trap, neuter and
return to the wild feral cats living in San Juan County. By
altering just one female, the practice known as TNR
prevents the birth of potentially thousands of unwanted
offspring in years to come.

Starting in 2008, the TNR Group trapped and neutered
colonies of cats when funds could be scraped together. Yet
despite the many lives saved through these sporadic
trappings, the countless colonies left unserved outstripped
any gains.

But last year that began to
change. The group trapped 200
cats—a significant increase over any
previous year—due to additional
funding from The Foundation for
Protection of Animals, Humane
Society of the Four Corners and
SJAL. Adequate funding means more
traps and more surgery dates. The
facility provided by San Juan County
for the year also greatly eases the
workload as cats often had to be
transported to surgery sites in
Colorado in the past. With full
funding from SJAL this year, 1 40 ferals have been altered
in four months' time.

Some say trapping is a lot of bother that accomplishes
little to solve the problem. And isn’t it the shelter’s job to
care for homeless cats anyway?

“People have been using live traps for 30 years to
remove ferals and the population has remained steady,”
says Kristin Langenfeld, a TNR volunteer. She says those
cats were usually turned into the shelter and then more
ferals filled in the vacancies left, seeking the same food
sources the previous cats had found.

“And folks don’t realize that when they trap any cat
and turn it in to the shelter, chances are very high it will be
euthanized. A feral cat will almost certainly be
euthanized.” Langenfeld stresses that this is by no means a
criticism of shelter practices. “It’s just that they are already
overwhelmed with perfectly adoptable, socialized cats.”

Ferals are wild. They bond to a place, not to a person.
Because they cannot be relocated readily, they are usually
returned to the spot where they were trapped. There they

live out relatively short lives, defending their colony
against feline outsiders. Sterilizing the colony ensures that
the population doesn’t grow but rather dies out naturally
in time.

But trapping isn’t enough. “Our success depends on a
strong education program,” Langenfeld says. “People
abandon their cats all the time because they think they can
fend for themselves. Next thing you know these cats have
kittens and you have new colonies.” Considering that the
kittens can start reproducing at four months and a cat can
bear three litters a year, unchecked colony populations can

soar. "If owners spayed and neutered
their cats, we would not have the
feral population we see."

As exciting as landing a
whopper, or as frustrating as fitting a
square peg in a round hole—that
sums up the highs and lows of
trapping feral cats.

The process begins with a site
evaluation days or weeks before any
traps are set. Volunteers may visit a
colony several times, identifying the
cats, their age and condition, and
figuring the best way to lay out the

traps. Will a colony caretaker participate in the trapping,
and monitor the colony later?—two factors that greatly
contribute to a successful outcome.

Sometimes traps are set out prior to actual trapping so
cats can feed near them. Then, on trapping day, cats are
less hesitant to approach—at least that’s the idea.
Volunteers usually bait the traps in the evening and wait,
hoping a cat will enter one of the cage-like enclosures and
spring the flap, trapping itself inside. The caged cat is then
transferred to a holding site to await surgery.

Volunteers may camp out ‘ til all hours. They may be
back at it in the morning before the surgeries begin. With a
ready vet and limited surgery slots, even the wiliest cats
tempt trappers to persist until the last minute. It’s a
delicate operation of nabbing as many cats as possible yet
getting in and out before they become “trap shy.”

With small colonies of five to 15 cats, the goal is to
catch them all on one day. But larger numbers (50 or even
more)—or in the case of a hard-to-catch rascal—mean
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returning repeatedly until the job is
done. “I came back maybe a dozen
times to catch one female,” says Cecil
McIntyre, a TNR volunteer for three
years. “The caretaker finally got her
with his ‘ham on a hangar hook’ trick.”

The whole concept could be called
TNRM, however, as caretakers
maintain the colony, noting any
stragglers or would-be newcomers that
call for another trapping. This piece of
the operation is crucial to stopping
reproduction.

Caretaker Tim Carver rigged a
remote control from a race car to catch
the last cat in his colony. The altered
cats kept taking the bait and he tired of
going out to set them free. Carver
believes his persistence was worth it.
“We didn’t see any new kittens this
year," he says. "If you have a stable
colony, they’re going to keep other
cats out.”

Efforts of the TNR Group reflect
SJAL’s mission to reduce unwanted
animals through increased spay and
neuter and prevent unnecessary
euthanasia. This work in turn supports
the goals of our Farmington Regional
Animal Shelter to save lives.

The TNR Group says, Come meet
us! We’re always looking for more
volunteers. See how we trap. Sit with
cats after surgery. Transport them back
to their homes. If you have even a
couple hours in a month, we would
welcome your participation. Call the
Hotline at 505 325-3366 for further
information. Lucinda Whiffin

Beginning in February, SJAL
started offering microchip
identification at our vaccination
clinics. The cost to the owner is $15
and 224 pets have been microchipped
in the past four months. About the size
of a grain of rice, the microchip is
injected under the skin on the animal’s
upper back. The procedure is simple. It
can be done at the same time and as
quickly as other vaccinations.

The microchip uses RFID, radio
frequency identification, not a
geographical positioning system (GPS)
device and can't track an animal. A
hand-held scanner passed over the
animal reads the unique identifying
number attached to the chip. A data
registry can then be contacted for
information tying pet to owner. Shelter
staff and veterinarians now generally
own microchip scanners.

The American Humane
Association estimates 10 million dogs
and cats are lost or stolen in the U.S.
each year. One study found that less
than a quarter of the lost dogs turned in
to shelters found their way back home.
That rate more than doubled when the
dogs had microchips. The return rate
for cats with microchips improved
over 2000 percent.

Sadly, the same study found that
only 58 percent of the microchipped
animals’ chips had been registered in a
database with the proper contact
information. Collars and tags can get
lost; microchips are forever. But in the
end the system’s effectiveness rests on
keeping contact records up to date.

To help ensure that the
microchipping procedure works as it
should, SJAL volunteers enter the
necessary data. If you’d be willing to
help with an hour or two of data entry,
please call Dave at 505 947-6028.
Dave Fosdeck

Microchips Help
Bring Them Home

Did you know . . .

that even on a relatively cool day of
72 degrees a car’s internal
temperature can climb to 11 6
degrees within an hour? And
cracking the windows has almost
no effect on cooling things down!
Animals left in a hot car for even a
few minutes can suffer heatstroke,
which can be fatal.

From the President
2014 promises to be our busiest

year yet.
So far, in addition to our

progress with feral cats, 510 owned
cats and dogs have been altered.
Demand at our vaccination clinics
has surpassed our expectations,
March being our biggest month ever.
We’ve vaccinated 1144 animals. Our
new microchipping service has
proved popular and we already know
of two lost pets found due to
receiving this form of I.D. at our
clinics.

Our spay/neuter program has
benefitted immensely from the
donated facility at McGee Park,
which allows us to accomplish more
surgeries. For their support of our
work I wish to thank Michael
Davidson, Daniel Hill and Linda
Thompson from San Juan County, as
well as the many administrative,
maintenance and security staff
whom we’ve come to trust. The San
Juan County folks have always been
there when we needed them, helping
our clinics run even better.

We also benefit from grants
from BHP Billiton, ConocoPhillips,
The Foundation for Protection of
Animals and Williams Field
Services, in addition to our private
donations.

We could not accomplish what
we do without the ongoing
commitment of the Aztec Animal
Shelter staff and the D-Snip surgical
team. And our many volunteers are
the glue that holds everything
together. Thank you, all!

With our expanded activities
comes a real need for additional
volunteers. If you’ve been tempted
to join us, please let us know now.
We have many tasks that require but
a few hours in a month. You are sure
to feel satisfaction making a
difference to many people and pets
in our community.

Joel



Get to Know Your New Shelter
By Stacie Voss, Animal Welfare
Director at the Farmington Regional
Animal Shelter

Walking the halls of our new
shelter you hear a lot of questions. Are
we now a “no-kill” shelter? How long
do we give animals before they’re put
to sleep? In the animal sheltering
world a big debate looms among no-
kill vs. kill shelters (I detest both
terms) and even those in the no-kill
camps disagree about how to
accomplish that task.

I prefer “limited admission"
shelter and “open admission" shelter.
Limited admission shelters limit their
intake based on available room and an
animal’s potential for adoption. Open
admission shelters take in everyone
who walks in regardless of space,
temperament or anything else. They
turn no one away.

Farmington Regional Animal
Shelter is an open admission shelter.
We take in aggressive, sick or injured
animals. We are just as likely to take in
the five-month-old puppy as the 18-
year-old cat. Some days we take in
over 20 dogs, some days two. Our
intake is consistently inconsistent but
always a challenge.

My goal is to eventually end
euthanasia due to space restrictions.
Yet I must look at temperament and
health condition before deciding to put
an animal up for adoption. Cases of
parvo virus, for example, we simply
cannot treat here, so we must make
some difficult decisions. Obviously,
we are not “no-kill”; however, we are
“no-suffering.”

I hope one day we won’t need to
put time limits on any animal we have
up for adoption. Our new building
helps us tremendously in achieving
this goal. We have more room and
separate holding and adoption areas,
giving us different decision-making
points. For example, this means we
have a place to get acquainted with the
cats or dogs that just need a day or two
to “come out of their shells.” The new
building is inviting. We are averaging
five adoptions per day for the past two
months—double the average at the old
shelter.

So what do we need to keep
moving forward? Foster homes! Kitten
season is just starting. If we are going
to save more lives we need your
homes. Soon, dozens of kittens and
moms and kittens will arrive each
week. Many will need a few weeks
before we can put them up for
adoption. We do not have the space to
house that many cats. We’ll probably
have a litter or two of puppies needing
foster homes, too. If we had enough
temporary foster homes we could send
out medical or behavior cases that just
need a little more time. Fostering can
be very rewarding and it really does
save lives.

We also need volunteers! We
partner with several other rescue
groups and transport animals like
crazy when we have enough drivers.
We could make a weekly run to Denver
with more help. We need drivers for
short transport trips as well. As I write,
our kennels are filling up and
adoptions are slow. But tomorrow
we’ll load up over 40 animals in our
rescue van, off to great organizations
who will find them forever homes, and
we’ll be ok. This opens our kennels to
more adoptable animals.

We operate in a constant ebb and
flow. Sometimes we are just hanging
on; other times we can take a breath.

Without our dedicated drivers,
however, we would never be able to
breathe and our jobs would be much
harder.

Finally, we need support. Please
support adoption, support spay/neuter,
support us. Shelter work is
difficult—tough mentally and
physically. Some animals you simply
cannot help, or your help just doesn’t
work out. Those situations take a toll.
A simple “thank you” to a shelter
worker is enough to keep going some
days. Please don’t say “I could never
do what you do.” That makes us feel
like there is something wrong with us
for being able to work in a shelter.
(The staff reminds me to say that food
is a welcome thank-you as well! )

We have a great team with a ton of
ideas and the motivation to make good
things happen for our homeless
animals. Come and visit us soon!

Tyrell, a one-and-a-half-year-old pit mix,
has been living at FRAS since February.
Photo by Lucinda Whiffin

Artists Benefit OHCAAT
A silent auction comprising work

by local artists raised $1200 for
OHCAAT on March 28. The
organization’s founder, Amy Harden,
and a selection of adoptable cats
greeted the crowd that packed Studio
116 in downtown Farmington. Both
the art and the cats won high marks for
beauty and artistic expression.

Having once rescued three cats
herself, studio owner Karen Ellsbury
said she wanted to support OHCAAT.
She eventually found homes for two of
the cats (she kept one) and the
experience gave her a greater
appreciation for Harden’s commitment
to finding homes for her foster cats.

See Harden’s cats at PETCO in
Farmington, on Petfinders.com and at
www.facebook.com/ohcaat, or call
Tabatha at 505 402-9713 about
adoptions and fundraiser ideas.
Lucinda Whiffin
No matter how much cats fight, there always
seem to be plenty of kittens.
Abraham Lincoln

Farmington Regional Animal Shelter
1 33 Browning Parkway

Open Seven (7) Days a Week
11 :30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

505 599-1 098
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Our Sponsors

Canine Castle Doggie Daycare

Citizens Bank

The Coin Shop Farmers Market

7-2-11 Food Stores

State Farm - Kent Wilson
Vectra Bank

Zebadiah's Restaurant

Ziems Ford Corners

Read more about League activities at

www.sanjuananimalleague.webs.com

Vaccination Clinics

June 1 st - Farmington Rec Center

11 01 Fairgrounds Rd * Farmington

July 1 3th - Aztec Senior Center

1 01 S. Park * Aztec

August 24th - Sycamore Center

1 051 Sycamore * Farmington

October 5th - Multicultural Center

333 S. First * Bloomfield

November 2nd - McGee Park

San Juan County Fairgrounds

Sundays 1 2 - 4 p.m.

Thanks
from the editor

for your
artistic and technical advice!

Michael Darmody
Dave Fosdeck


